Graduation Social Science Cords and Honors

Purpose:  Starting with the graduating class of 2015, the purpose behind awarding Social Science Honors and providing Cords at graduation is to honor those students that have excelled in the area of Social Science Studies.  Honors Awards are also designed to encourage students to delve deeper into the study of the Social Sciences and take full advantage of the academic opportunities offered by the Social Science Department at North Sevier High School.

Awards and Honors: 
1. All students that meet the below listed standards will receive the Social Science Cord to be worn with the cap and gown on graduation.  The Social Science Cord will be a twisted cord with the basic colors of red and blue.
2. Students that meet the standards to earn the cord will have that honor listed in the graduation program and receive a Departmental Certificate acknowledging the work that has been completed.
3. In addition, the top Social Science student based on the below criteria and Grade Point Average (GPA) will receive the Social Science Medal and a cash scholarship of $200.  The scholarship will be awarded upon graduation for use at a post high school institution.  The student receiving the medal will be eligible to wear the award during graduation.

Award Criteria:
1. Students must complete the basic high school social science courses of World Geography, World History, United States History, and American Government in a classroom setting.  Attendance at night, summer, or electronic courses will not count toward earning the award.
2. Students must complete the Economics and Business Law as part of the CTE program offered by the Department.
3. Students need to complete two concurrent enrollment or Ednet courses in the Social Science field.  Those courses can include Ednet classes in Psychology, Sociology, Geology, Art History, World History and others pre-approved by the Department.  If the United States History and/or American Government class is taken as a concurrent course, they will count under both Criteria 1 and Criteria 3.
4. The GPA of all Social Science courses must be an accumulative of 3.2 or better.  All courses passed must be above a 2.0 or “C” grade.  
5. The student in the graduating class that has met all of the above requirements and has the highest GPA in the Social Science area will receive the medal and be eligible for the scholarship.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Administration:  The Social Science Department will be responsible for the administration of the awards.  Funding for scholarships, awards and cords will be arranged by the department.  The department will be responsible for settling any conflicts with giving the awards.  The department decision is final with no appeals.  In years when no student qualifies for the cords, awards or scholarship, no awards will be made.
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